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City promotes water conservation

ater demands
will continue to
rise significantly

as development increases
within our community. It is
important, then, that water
conservation initiatives are
being considered and imple-
mented throughout the city,
all focused on managing our
water supply wisely.

For example, Revelstoke
Mountain Resort is incorpo-
rating strict water conser-
vation measures into its
development, realizing that
reduced use is environ-
mentally responsible and
results in lower treatment
and distribution costs.

In conjunction with this,
the City of Revelstoke
Utilities Department hosted
a booth at the Home and

Watering
Regulations

The City of Revelstoke
reminds residents that
water regulations are in
effect year-round. The use
of water for irrigation is
only permitted at even-
numbered property
addresses on even-num-
bered calendar days, and
odd-numbered property
addresses on odd-num-
bered calendar days
between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Garden Show at the Revel-

stoke Forum earlier this

spring. City staff manned

displays, promoted conserva-

tion products, and handed out

water conservation pamphlets.

In other initiatives, the

city will:

= implement a water conser-
vation awareness program
in local elementary schools
this fall;

« conduct a complete review
of the building bylaw to
consider an amendment

requiring ultra-low-flush
toilets and reduced water-
use fixtures for all new
buildings; and

« complete the Water Amend-
ment Bylaw this year.

The city will also
introduce rebate and retrofit
programs next year. Indoor
water use can be cut 35
percent by just checking and
repairing or replacing
water-using appliances or
fixtures (see page 5).

The city-owned and -maintained Aquatic Centre garden beds
exemplify best gardening practices for water conservation.
The rich soil retains moisture, the drought-tolerant plants
require less water, and the efficient sprinkler system is set
to water at the optimal time of day.




Making Your Home Water Smart:

Choose water-efficient appliances and fixtures

e all know there are many ways to save
water in and around the house: take
shorter showers, turn off the tap when

shaving or brushing your teeth, and flush the toilet

only when necessary. While these actions certainly do
reduce water consumption, you can cut indoor water

usage in half by replacing some of your older

appliances and fixtures. By trading them in for newer,
water-efficient washers, showerheads, and toilets, you

will save water, and in many cases, spend less time
and effort doing chores and home maintenance.

Washing Machine
Thinking about replacing
that old, worn-out clothes
washing machine? High
efficiency washers save
water, energy, and space in
your home. Front-loading
washers use 30 to 50
percent less water, and 50
to 60 percent less energy
than average top-loading
models. Clothes last longer,
get fewer wrinkles and,
because
@ of better
= water
¢ extraction,
need less
time in
the dryer.
While
! water-
saving
washers cost a little more,
their operational costs
are low enough to save
a considerable amount
of money over the
machine’s lifetime.

Dishwasher

You can save on water and
energy and shorten kitchen
clean-up time if you switch
to a high-efficiency dish-
washer. These new models
use about six to ten gallons
of water per load, compared
to nine to 12 gallons per
load for average dishwashers,

and 20 gallons for hand
washing. Many new dish-
washers do not require
dishes to be pre-rinsed,
saving you even more
water and time! Use the
“Rinse and Hold” feature
to rinse sticky dishes,
running the wash cycle
only when you have a full
load. Water, energy, and
detergent savings will
really add up!

Low-flow Toilets
Toilets use more water
than any other fixture or
appliance in your home,
accounting for almost 40
percent of daily indoor
water use. Replacing an
old toilet with a new dual-
flush, low-consumption
toilet can automatically
and permanently cut your
home water consumption
by 25 percent! Older
models can use up to
seven gallons per flush,
whereas the new ultra
low-flush toilets use a
fraction of that, at 1.6

5

gallons. That saves up to
77 percent with each flush!

Low-flow
Showerhead/Aerator
One sure-fire way to
reduce consumption is to
install efficient water
fixtures in your home.
Low-flow showerheads and
aerators can reduce the
flow of water by 50
percent, while reducing
your water-heating costs,
too. Aerators mix air into
the water stream, main-
taining steady pressure for
an even, full-shower spray.
Low-flow, non-aerated
showerheads give more of a
massage-like pulsating
effect. In either case, water
usage is dramatically
reduced, with
no apparent
loss in water
pressure or
volume.
Purchase
costs are
repaid within a few months
by the savings in your
utility bills; from then on,
you enjoy continued savings!
Replacing the major
water-guzzling appliances
and fixtures in your house
is an easy way to conserve
water. Although the pur-
chase cost of high-effi-
ciency, water-saving units
may be a bit higher than
average models, the differ-
ence is more than paid back
in reduced water and energy
bills, not to mention reduced
time and effort! Plus, you'll
know you’re doing the
environment a favour by
saving water and reducing
wastewater flows.

Xeriscaping makes beauty and ‘cents’

‘ eriscape’ is a term
coined by Denver
Water in 1980 to

denote water-efficient
gardening. Pronounced
[zeer-i-skey-p], xeriscape can
be broken down into the
Greek word xeros (meaning
dry) and scape (meaning
landscape).

Consider xeriscaping
when landscaping from
scratch or renovating
existing areas. Xeriscaping
incorporates the following
seven principles:

Design for water
conservation

Selecting the right sizes

and types of plants for the
location ensures beauty and
long-term conservation.
Group plants according to
water needs in consideration
of land use and sun and
wind exposure.

Minimize turf areas
Lawn grass should be used
where it can be enjoyed.
Use appropriate grasses to
create a practical turf area
of a manageable size and
shape. Avoid steep slopes.

Improve soil conditions
Use soil that is appropriate
for the types of plants used.
Improve soil quality by
adding organic matter such
as manure or compost.

Select appropriate plants
Select plants that require
little water and group plants
that have similar water
needs. You can use drought-
tolerant trees, shrubs,
perennials, annuals, orna-
mental grasses, ground-
covers, bulbs, and vines.

Irrigate efficiently

Good water management
practices, along with an
efficient irrigation system,

will nourish your landscape
without wasting water.

Add mulch

Reduce evaporation and
lower soil temperatures by
adding organic or
inorganic mulches
wherever possible.

Maintain plants and
irrigation systems
Maintaining your plants
according to their mowing,
weeding, pruning, and
fertilization needs will

ensure a healthy, drought-
tolerant landscape. Check
your irrigation system
regularly to prevent water
waste and costly repairs.

City encourages wellhead protection

he City of Revelstoke

reminds residents that
the golf course well is now
connected into the City’s
distribution system. This will
provide a more balanced
supply for different zones
within the community, and
compensate for low yields
during high-demand periods.

The golf course well
aquifer is well protected
from surface and sub-
surface contamination;
however, it is important that
all residents are mindful
when handling hazardous
materials or contaminants in
the area. Please comply with
safe handling practices.

v WaterWorks

City of Revelstoke
Public Works Department
1200 East Victoria Road
Revelstoke, B.C. VOE 2S0

Phone: (250) 837-2001
Fax: (250) 837-2059
After-Hours Emergencies: (250) 837-2161

E-mail:

info@cityofrevelstoke.com

Website: www.cityofrevelstoke.com




